“We were sent East under sealed orders and camped at Black's Fork 
where the orders were opencd. We found orders that we were to go 
East and burn all the trains of supplies that belonged to Johnston's army. 
We traveled East of Green River. There we heard of two trains of 26 
wagons in a train camped up the river. I was sent with Henry Jackson 
to see how the wagons were situated. I reported to Lott Smith that they 
were situated about one-half a mile away and that the trains were 150 
yards apart. We had prayers and Lott Smith with his company then 
marched to burn the wagons. When we arrived to where the wagons 
were, we told the wagon master what we had come for. The wagon mas- 
ter said he didn't think there were enough of us to burn the wagons, 
there being only 25 of us. Smith replied: ‘If he didn’t have enough there, 
all he needed to do was to whistle.” He knew there were no more Mor- 
mons within forty miles distance of us. Lott Smith then asked for the 
bill-of-lading which was read. We then took all their firearms and put 
them in the wagons that were burned.” 


A SOLDIER OF JOHNSTON’S ARMY WRITES 


Tracy's words: “So early as three of the morning, the wild peaks and 
canyons of the Wasatch chain rang and echoed to the notes of our bugles 
and reveille. The men are in due time upon their feet, and breakfast is 
had, and tents struck, and with the filing out of our wagons, we are again 
ready for the road. ‘Little Mountain’ it was, in chief, that lay within our 
pathway today. We had, however, already overcome in our course so 
many that were larger. Descending now the farther slope, which is rapid, 
and tries the muscles of your legs in an opposite way, by the extensors— 
we enter ata few miles from camp, Emigration Canyon. A very defensible 
place is this Canyon, and at a given abrupt angle of the road, a fort, well 
fortified, might have stood against thousands. It is likely, however, the 
place could be turned, rendering it thus of less value. Opening out from 
the last rough gorge, we entered upon a broad plateau, or bench re- 
freshed with its general appearance of neatness and order. The build- 
ings were almost entirely of adobe, giving them the appearance of grey, 
cut stone. The were sect well apart, nearly cach by itself, and within the 
enclosures about them one saw that which one so longs to see from long 
familiarity with these deserts—perfectly bright green and luxuriant trees 
and shrubbery. The streets, as we viewed them from our height, are 
straight and wide, crossing each other generally at right angles. Beyond 
the city of the Jordan River running north and south. Beyond this the 
‘grey of the eternal desert, hemmed remotely by picturesque peaks and 
mountains, But soon colors flying again the regiment falls in and with the 
Band at front and the whole column of Companies, we enter, after a short 
descent, the City of the Saints of our Latter Day. And now came a 
spectacle not common. With the exception of a picked few of his ‘de- 
stroyers’ of decidedly rough and sinister aspect, left as a police, and with 
orders to fire the city in case we offered to occupy it, every man, woman 
and child had, under the direction of the prophet, departed—fled! In 
place of the usual crowd to gather and gaze at, or hang upon the heels 
of troops, no single living soul, beyond the lounging vagabonds named, 
appeared—and these only by twos and threcs at corners, or from be- 
hind fences, glowering from beneath their hat brims, with clubs in their 


hear! Th rebsef lhe 236 wes — Yeo/ 0 


hands and pistols ready slung at their belts. It was substantially a city 
of the dead, and might have been depopulated by a pest or famine. The 
rich strains of our Band, then were wasted somewhat except to our own 
ears, upon these echoing, empty strects and tencments. The buildings 
of Brigham appear constituted mainly of a series of gables within the en- 
closure of a wall of adobe, having a wide gateway and a beehive above 
it. There are also images of lions, grim of aspect at the right and left. 
Why so many gables should appear, is explained upon the ground of 
the abundance of wives of our modern Turk of the Valley, together with 
their reputed steadily increasing families. It was when too, we arrived 
abreast with these buildings, that the adjutant, to break the monotony 
of more regular marches, directed the Band to strike up that most inspiring 
if less reputable air y’clept ‘One-Eyed Riley.” The men, not unfamiliar 
with the notes now given to the breeze, kept step as they had rarely 
done before, and gencral sense of the ‘humor of the thing’ came to pre- 
vail, Our delights, however, were of comparatively short duration; for 
in place of halting soon, and beside the city, we were marched out west- 
ward miles away wholly without its limits, across the bridge of the Jordan 
and thence southward along the banks of that river for at least three 
miles, before reaching ground for camp. There came again, too, the dust 
of the bottoms, rising thick and yellow about us, till we halted in a cloud, 
scarcely knowing one from another, or being able to discern a pace 
before us. It is nearly a year since we started, but we have reached and 
even passed the grand goal of all our marchings—Salt Lake City. My 
faithful old hickory arm chair, with a splint bottom, brought all the way 
from Leavenworth, was wrecked today, in an upset of the officers’ wagon 
at the rear, and being condemned to fuel, is used to bid the kettle boil 
withal and make our tea!” 
—Tracy Journal, Utah Historical Quarterly. 


CHARLES WRIGHT, U. S. SOLDIER 


Sally Agnes Call Cardon, her mother and older brother left with 
the main body of Saints and moved south, but her father, Omer Call, 
remained in Willard, where their home was located. He and_his com- 
panion were appointed by President Young to remain and set fire to the 
homes. 

The army spent the winter in Echo Canyon and the Saints returned 
to their homes. After the army had finally disbanded and left Utah onc 
of its members, Charlie Wright by name, stayed behind, settled in Wil- 
lard, and joined the Church. He told many storics of the hardships the 
army suffered during that winter in Echo Canyon. He said they would 
drive their mules down to water and many of them would freeze. They 
would skin them and eat them. This was almost all they had to eat during 


that hard winter. 
—Sally Agnes Call Cardon. 


NOTES FROM JOURNAL HISTORY 


From the New York Tribune of May 8, 1858—The Press on Utah 
Affairs—The line of Mormon settlements which are represented in our 
last accounts from Utah as being abandoned by the inhabitants, com- 
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ROUTES FOLLOWED BY U.S. ARMY EXPEDITION IN 1857-58 


106 PRIS MIAIWING: Ol A STATIS, 
onel Robert VT. Burton, whe. with a small body of cav- 


alry, 


had been watching the movements of the ap- 
proaching expedition. 


General Wells and Colonel Alexander. 


Bridger, a copy of Governor Young's proclamation, 


From Fort 
with a letter from General Wells, was sent to Colonel 
A\Jexander, who was told that the militia were in the 
field to help carry out the instructions of the Gover- 
nor. The General directed the Colonel to retire from 
the Territory, or else disarm his force, adding that if 
the troops fell short of provisions they would be fur- 
nished on application. 

The commander at Camp \Winfleld paid no atten- 
tion to this demand, more than to reply that he would 
submit: the communication to General Johnston as 
soon as he arrived. “In the meantime,” he added, “1 
have only to say that these troops are here by order 
f the President of the United States, and their fu- 
ture movements will depend entirely upon the orders 
issued by competent military authority.” 
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